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Adobe Illustrator Artwork Preparation

Six Steps to Finalize 
Packaging Artwork

1 Set Document Color Mode to CMYK

2 Separate Print Layers

3 Outline Fonts

4 Include Linked Artwork

5 Define Artwork Bleed Area

6 Provide Original Illustrator Files
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File > Color Mode > CMYK Color

Set Document  
Color Mode  
to CMYK
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Separate 
Print Layers

Create a new layer for each of your different print 
methods. In the adjacent artwork, the following 
are placed on separate layers: Dieline, Annotation, 
Deboss, UV, Foil, Artwork. When using Pantone* 
colors, each color should be separated onto its 
own layer named with the PMS code.

*Use Pantone C for coated paper and Pantone U 
for uncoated paper.
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Select > Object > All Text Objects
Type > Create Outlines > Save

Note: Fonts cannot be edited once outlined. 
It is best to save outlined artwork in a new 
document.

Outline Fonts
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Include Linked 
Artwork

Method 1: Embed Image

Window > Links > Select all links > Embed 
Images
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This icon 
indicates that 

the link is 
embedded.
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Method 2: Package Files

Package all linked images and send them with 
the Illustrator file.

Packaged File

Original AI File
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Define Artwork 
Bleed Area

To ensure your graphics cover the trim area, 
extend your artwork 3-5mm beyond the margin.
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Double check each step to ensure you have 
outlined all text and included every linked file. 
Now you can share your file in Illustrator format.

If you have any questions, please reach out to 
your Zenpack Project Manager.

Provide Original 
Illustrator Files

Done
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